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FOREWORD

This Standard establishes a series of recommended drawing sizes and formats for engineering drawings. It provides a
basis for uniformity in engineering drawing size and format that industry and government can use. This Standard is not
intended to prevent individual organizations fromdesigning specific formats thatmeet their individual needs, but rather
to provide common engineering delineation standards to aid the interchange of drawings between users in industry,
government, and other areas.
This Standard is a revision of ASME Y14.1-2012, Drawing Sheet Size and Format and ASME Y14.1M-2012, Metric

DrawingSheet Size andFormat. This revision combinesboth themetric anddecimal-inch standards.Workon the revision
of this Standard was begun in October 2016 by the members of ASME Y14 Subcommittee 1.
The following is a summary of the significant changes that were incorporated into this revision:
(a) Combined ASME Y14.1-2012 and ASME Y14.1M-2012 into a single standard
(b) Added the term “segment” to use in place of microfilm, allowing for the application of digital data
(c) Reinstated the practice of indicating the initial release date in the area of the title block
(d) Expanded on location of table headings for the revision status of sheets block
(e) Expanded the practice of maintaining all sheets at the same revision level
(f) Added “PART OR IDENTIFYING NUMBER” to the application block to align with ASME Y14.34
(g) Added a paragraph and figure addressing data markings on drawing sheets
(h) Expanded maximum horizontal width for H- and K-size formats to align with largest segment width indicated in

Figure 4-5
Where this Standard is specified as a requirement in a document, this Standard’s defined requirements are assumed to

be consistentwith the needs of the user. Therefore, eachuserwill provide appropriate interpretations, as the need arises,
consistent with the environment in which this Standard is applied.
The successful revision of this Standard is attributed to the subcommittee members and their respective companies,

and the departments and agencies of the U.S. Government.
This revision was approved as an American National Standard on August 14, 2020.
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DRAWING SHEET SIZE AND FORMAT

1 GENERAL

1.1 Scope

This Standard defines sheet sizes and formats for engi-
neering drawings. Both metric and decimal-inch sheet
sizes and formats are included. For engineering
product definition preparation and practices, see ASME
Y14.100.

1.2 Purpose

Standardization of drawing sheet sizes and uniform
location of format features on drawing forms provides
definite advantages in readability, handling, filing, and
reproduction of engineering drawings. When using
drawing sheets made by other organizations, an advan-
tage is gained when like items of information are in
the same location on all drawing sheets, and when unifor-
mity of form and language is applied in making informa-
tion entries. Revision information and dates are of
particular importance to users of drawings and should
be located and expressed uniformly on all engineering
drawings.
The widespread use and exchange of reduced-size

copies of drawing sheets, bothwithin and between organ-
izations, emphasizes the importance of standardizing
drawing sheet size and format.

1.3 ASME Y14 Series Conventions

Theconventions inparas. 1.3.1 through1.3.9 areused in
this and other ASME Y14 standards.

1.3.1 Mandatory, Recommended, Guidance, and
Optional Words

(a) The word “shall” establishes a requirement.
(b) The word “will” establishes a declaration of

purpose on the part of the design activity.
(c) The word “should” establishes a recommended

practice.
(d) The word “may” establishes an allowed practice.
(e) The words “typical,” “example,” “for reference,” and

the Latin abbreviation “e.g.” indicate suggestions given for
guidance only.
(f) The word “or” used in conjunction with a require-

ment or a recommended practice indicates that there are
two or more options for complying with the stated
requirement or practice.

(g) The phrase “unless otherwise specified” or “UOS”
shall beused to indicate a default requirement. Thephrase
is used when the default is a generally applied require-
ment and an exceptionmay be provided by another docu-
ment or requirement.

1.3.2 Cross-Reference of Standards. Cross-reference
of standards in text with or without a date following
the standard designator shall be interpreted as follows:
(a) Reference to other ASME Y14 standards in the text

without adate following the standarddesignator indicates
that the issue of the standard identified in the References
section (section 2) shall be used to meet the requirement.
(b) Reference to other ASME Y14 standards in the text

with a date following the standard designator indicates
that only that issue of the standard shall be used to
meet the requirement.

1.3.3 Invocation of Referenced Standards. The
following examples define the invocation of a standard
when specified in the References section (section 2)
and referenced in the text of this Standard:
(a) When a referenced standard is cited in the textwith

no limitations to a specific subject or paragraph(s) of the
standard, the entire standard is invoked. For example,
“dimensioning and tolerancing shall be in accordance
with ASME Y14.5” is invoking the complete standard
because the subject of the standard is dimensioning
and tolerancing and no specific subject or paragraph(s)
within the standard are invoked.
(b) When a referenced standard is cited in the textwith

limitations to a specific subject or paragraph(s) of the
standard, only the paragraph(s) on that subject is
invoked. For example, “assign part or identifying
numbers in accordance with ASME Y14.100” is invoking
only the paragraph(s) on part or identifying numbers
because the subject of the standard is engineering
drawing practices and part or identifying numbers are
a specific subject within the standard.
(c) When a referenced standard is cited in the text

without an invoking statement, such as “in accordance
with,” the standard is invoked for guidance only. For
example, “for gaging principles, see ASME Y14.43” is
only for guidance and no portion of the standard is
invoked.

1.3.4 Parentheses Following a Definition. When a
definition is followedby a standard referenced in parenth-
eses, the standard referenced in parentheses is the source
for the definition.

ASME Y14.1-2020

1




